
 
 

 

The Church is the means by which God intends 
to ___________________ His Kingdom on earth.  

 

Matthew 6:33 - But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, 
and all these things will be given to you as well. 
 

As despairing or as cynical as some might be (sometimes 
understandably) over the church’s future, we have to remind 
ourselves that the church was Jesus’ idea, not ours. It will survive 
our missteps and whatever cultural trends happen around us. We 
certainly don’t always get things right, but Christ has an incredible 
history of pulling together Christians in every generation to share 
His love for a broken world. As a result, the reports of the church’s 
death are greatly exaggerated. 
 

* God is not downsizing His Kingdom,  
but He is _______________ His Church. 

 

1 Peter 1:6-7a - In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a 
little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 
These have come so that your faith – of greater worth than gold, 
which parishes even though refined by fire – may be proved to be 
genuine… 

 

It’s very easy to slip into the mode of being a 
consumer rather than a ____________________.  

 

Hebrews 5:12 - In fact, though by this time you ought to be 
teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of 
God's word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! 

 
 

 

3 Biblical analogies of the church that establish 
the need for __________________ participation: 

 

1. The Church is like an ____________________. 
 

2 Timothy 2:3-4 - Join with me in suffering, like a good soldier of 
Christ Jesus. No one serving as a soldier gets entangled in civilian 
affairs, but rather tries to please his commanding officer. 
 

* Unique attributes of an army: Discipline, following orders,   

   Covering each other’s backs. the possibility of laying down one’s     
   life. 
 

* When a soldier does not report for duty, he or she is    

   considered __________________. 
 

2. The Church is like a _____________________.  
 

1 Corinthians 12:12 - Just as a body, though one, has many 
parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. 
 

* Unique attributes of a body: Diversity of design and 

function is necessary and valued, synergistic connections, controlled 
by the head/brain. 
 

* When a part of the body does not perform it’s function it  
   is often described as ____________________________. 
 

Free Spiritual Gifts Inventory: 
https://gifts.churchgrowth.org/spiritual-gifts-survey/ 

 

3. The Church is like a _____________________. 
 

Matthew 12:48-50 - He replied to him, “Who is my mother, and 
who are my brothers?” Pointing to his disciples, he said, “Here are 
my mother and my brothers. For whoever does the will of my 
Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.” 
 

* Unique attributes of a family: Love, care, instruction,  

   discipline, provision and guidance of the immature by the mature. 
 

* When a family member ignores their responsibility, it may  
   be considered ____________________________________.  
 

The Kingdom of God and the cause  
of Christ needs ________________!  
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